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MEDIA RELEASE
June 26, 1987
LOCAL UM STUDENT WINS PETER LEFT HAND AWARD 
MISSOULA —
Deborah Stiffarm, a University of Montana senior, has won a 
$100 Peter Left Hand Award for her paper "Unveiling of the Sacred 
Gros-Ventre Pipe."
The award, administered by the UM Foundation and annually 
given to a UM student, is in its second year. It recognizes the 
best paper, art or drama piece written by an undergraduate 
Native American on some aspect of Plains Indian culture." Fred 
Voget of Indiana established the award in memory of a Crow Indian 
who helped him research the Crow tribe.
Stiffarm, a member of the Gros-Ventre tribe on the Fort 
Belknap Reservation, focused her paper on the last time her 
tribe s sacred pipe bundle was opened. The bundle contains 
articles that have been-in the tribe for generations, including a 
•white buffalo hide, bird skins and a turtle shell, and is opened 
only on special occasions.
"Opening the bundle gives us spiritual help, reinforces our 
religious beliefs and helps us with changes we have to go through 
in adapting to the white world," Stiffarm says.
A liberal arts major emphasizing Native American studies, 
Stiffarm expects to graduate in spring 1988. She plans to attend
more
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graduate school at the University of New Mexico and teach college 
in Montana someday.
She is married to Leon Rattler of Browning.
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